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From the President’s Desk 

Bert Sherwin 
 

 
 
This has been a fun year for Donajean and me. You 
were always there for us when we asked for help. 
Thanks are hardly enough to say when everything went 
so well. Soon after our Installation Rally last year in 
Madison, NE we had planned on two functions not 
normally in our year’s program.  
 
The first was our Unit’s Fiftieth Anniversary as a WBCCI 
Unit. Second I asked for a volunteer to take us on a 
Mystery Caravan around Nebraska. Both functions were 
planned for August.  
 
Jim and Joyce Shanks stepped up to be our hosts for the 
Fiftieth Anniversary reception.  Former members Don 
and Lori Lorenz and Len Maguire agreed to help them. 
Wedgewood Club House was centrally located and easy 
to find in Omaha and so the party was a go. We had 
hoped for 35 or 40 people to attend and ended up with 
58 people signing our guest book. Refreshments were 
served: cake, ice cream, coffee and tea. 
 

 
 
Anniversary Hosts 
Jim and Joyce 
Shanks 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
   Don and Lori Lorenz                     Len Magwire 

 

Many former and current members traveled from distant 
locations.  Bob Litjen drove in from David City, NE.  Paul 
and June Ryan, our International Treasurer, came from 
Birmingham, Iowa.  Roscoe and Leona Shields brought 
four former members from the Lincoln area and  
then drove them home afterward. Denny and Mary 
Salmen from Hastings, NE came with their daughter and 
son-in-law. 
 
Following the reception, 37 members and friends 
enjoyed dinner at the Venice Inn in Omaha. 
 
I asked Dwight and Lana Olson to think about leading a 
Mystery Caravan. They agreed and scheduled the 
caravan to coincide with the Anniversary celebration.  I 
made some suggestions regarding a couple ideas of 
things that I would like to see and places to visit in 
Nebraska. 
 
The caravan started at the Olson’s home, with dry 
camping on their neighbor’s adjacent land. No one knew 
where we were headed until the night before traveling.   
 
Let me tell you, the Olsons were tight lipped about our 
destinations!  Each evening, Dwight would say, “Where 
do you think we are going tomorrow?”  
 
We stopped to camp at Kearney State Park, Maloney 
State Park in North Platte, McConaughy State Park, 
Chimney Rock National Historic Site, Fort Robinson State 
Park and ended up in Valentine, NE at Fishberry RV 



Park. At each stop the Olsons had at least three 
activities for us to do or see. 
 
We conducted a short business meeting during our stay 
at Chimney Rock to induct three new members into the 
Unit. All three couples were traveling in the caravan.  
They were Mary and Jim Wherrett, Bobbie and Ron 
Vanneman, and Dale Ann and Dan Hoyt. 
 

 
New Member Induction 

Membership Chairman Bob Heist, Mary & Jim Wherrett,  
Dan & Dale Ann Hoyt, Bobbi & Ron Vanneman,  

Unit President Bert Sherwin 

 
I have to tell you one spot I had mentioned to the 
Olsons that I wanted to see some time, a place called 
Sow Belly Canyon. While we were in Fort Robinson we 
took the time to drive through the beautiful isolated 
area.  

 
 
 
Lana Olson, Mary Ann 
Boman and LaDon 
Kallmer play with 
Caravan Pups 
at G. H. Coffee Park 
in Sow Belly Canyon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The caravan concluded at Fishberry Campground in 
Valentine, NE.  Bobbie and Ron Vanneman live in 
Valentine and invited all of us to visit their showcase 
home and gardens for BLT sandwiches featuring their 
homegrown tomatoes.  We also enjoyed looking at their 
lovely antiques and 1966 fast-back Ford Mustang. 
Thanks, Bobbie and Ron. 
 
Those that went on the caravan were Bomans, Heeses, 
Heists, Hoyts, Kallmers Murt Letcher, Dwight and Lana 
Olson, Sherwins, Shields, Suttons, Vannemans and 

Wherretts. We all traveled in one caravan, taking care to 
leave plenty of space between rigs. 
 
This will be my last month as your president. We hope 
to see as many as can make it to our last two rallies.  
The September Rally will be held at Camp Carol Joy 
Holling in Ashland and the October Installation Rally will 
be in Columbus. 
 
Thanks everyone for your help this year, and in the 
coming year be sure to say “yes” when you can, to Sue 
Heist. It is fun when we all pitch in. 
 
With love and fond memories, 
Bert and First Lady Donajean 
 

July Luncheon 

Old Country Buffet, Omaha 

Those attending the luncheon were: Ruby & Chuck 
Ciciulla, Sue Heist, Bill Kallmer, Lori & Don Lorenz, Lana 

& Dwight Olson, Katie Peterson, Joyce & Jim Shanks, 
Donajean & Bert Sherwin, Leona & Roscoe Shields, Betty 

Ann & John Sutton, and Mary & Jim Wherrett. 
 

August Luncheon 

Old Country Buffet, Omaha 
Thirty-one people attended the luncheon: Mary Ann & 

Sam Boman, Janet & John Calvin, Ruby & Chuck Ciciulla, 
Dale Ann & Dan Hoyt, LaDon & Bill Kallmer, Lori & Don 

Lorenz, Gene Munch, Lana & Dwight Olson, Katie 

Peterson, Glenda & Ron Savicky, Joyce & Jim Shanks, 
Donajean & Bert Sherwin, Leona & Roscoe Shields, Betty 

Ann & John Sutton, and Mary & Jim Wherrett. 
 

We welcomed three guests: Crystal Olson; Ron Savicky’s 

mother Agnes Savicky; and Daniela Zimmelmann, from 
Germany, who was visiting the Bomans. 

 

 
Katie Peterson  

celebrated her 94th birthday on August 8 
 

As the kids would say, “You rock, girlfriend!” 

 
 



Obituary 

William J. Plith 
 

Former Nebraska Unit member, Willi Plith passed away 
at Creighton Medical Center in Omaha on January 17.  

Those of us who attend the Omaha Luncheons will 

remember Willi for his merry blue eyes, his grey 
mustache that framed his smile, and his wonderful 

stories. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Willi was a veteran of the Vietnam War and continued to 

serve by riding his motorcycle with the American Legion 
Riders, who act as an honor guard for military funerals. 

 

 
Craft Show and Competition 

DuQuoin International Rally 
Fran Olson earned a blue ribbon for her cross-stitch 

work.  The large “painting” is composed of the tiniest 
stitches and was truly a labor of love, taking Fran about 

ten years to complete. 
 

 
Photo by Gary Burrows 

Florene and Selwyn Heese 

Florene and Selwyn agree that caravanning is one of the 
most important benefits of WBCCI membership.  Selwyn 

wrote this report in July while they were traveling with 
their granddaughter Michaela on the Northern 

Experiences caravan. 

 
Selwyn and Florene on a Segway tour of Old Albuquerque 

 

Selwyn said, “Segways are a nice way to tour. It only 
took a few minutes to make them go well.  I would like 
to have one, but they are a little expensive.” 
 

We thoroughly enjoyed the Southwest Adventure. 
Florene says it is her favorite caravan so far, although 
for me is difficult to top the Baja Adventure with dry 
camping on the beach.  The Southwest combines a  
study of the Navajo and Pueblo Indian culture with a 
grand tour of the National Parks of the Southwest.  We 
visited numerous contemporary Indian villages along 
with ancient Indian ruins varying from the cliff dwellings 
of Mesa Verde (and others) to the Taos Pueblo. Stops  
at more than a dozen National Parks and Monuments 
provided endless opportunities to photograph the many 
colorful canyons of the Southwest.  
 
In addition to all of the above we explored the Lincoln 
County Wars (Billy the Kid), rode the steam train from 
Silverton to Durango during a snowstorm and even got a 
chance to include some fly fishing.  
 
All of the gals on the caravan acquired (more) turquoise 
jewelry, as did some of the guys.  I refuse to answer 
any questions regarding my own participation in  that 
activity on the basis that they may tend to incriminate 
me. Guys buying gemstones? Whew!! 
 
The Southwest Caravan was especially enjoyable as we 
travelled with seven other couples that we have 
caravanned with before. Opportunities to renew old 
acquaintances are always welcome. 



Some Dear Friends Attended the 50th Anniversary Reception 

 
 

                   
Leon and Sue 

Hadley 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Marion Christiansen 

 

 

Janice Ramsvick 
 

 
 

 

                                               Werner “Doc” Weiseth 
 

 
                                       Doris Knerr      

 

 
 

 
 

 
Char and Ken Maschmeier 

 

 

Bob Litjen 
 

 



 
Dennis and Mary Salmen 

 

 
Madelyn Kuska 

 

 

 
Marvene Fredstrom 

 

 
 

 

 
 

John Calvin, Ron & Bobbie Vanneman, 
Dale Ann & Dan Hoyt 

 

 
Bert and Donajean Sherwin 

With Anniversary Cake 

 

 
Roscoe and Leona Shields 

 
 

 
 



Volunteer Assignments for 2012 

Unit 1st Vice President Sue Heist reported that several 
people have volunteered to be committee chairs or for 

special assignments for the 2012 year: 
 

Budget    Dwight Olson  

Caravan    Dwight Olson 
Constitution and Bylaws  Selwyn Heese  

Ethics and Grievance  Roscoe Shields  
Family/Youth   unfilled 

Historian   Lana Olson  
Hospitality   Dan Hoyt 

Legislative   Leona Shields  

Membership   Bob Heist  
Public Relations   Florene Heese  

Nominating   Bert Sherwin  
Rally Sites   Lana Olson  

Newsletter   Betty Ann Sutton     

Installation of Officers  Bert Sherwin  
Auditing   Bill Kallmer   

NE Web Page   John Sutton  
NE Unit Directory  John Sutton  
 
Sue still needs a volunteer (or two) to design and 
construct the Unit bulletin board that will be displayed at 

the Region 8 and International Rallies.  Call or email her 

if you’d like to volunteer. 
 

 
Nebraska Unit – Mystery Caravan 

August 12 – 24 

 
Lana and Dwight Olson led the first ever Nebraska Unit 

Mystery Caravan.  All who participated hope we’ll do 
more caravans of this type.  Many thanks to the Olsons 

for their planning and leadership. 
 

 

We rendezvoused at 
Olsons’ on Friday, 

August 12, with a 
barbeque and pot 

luck. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

One highlight of the caravan was a visit to Roger and 

Mimi Brandt’s ranch near Kearney 




Mimi and Donajean shared crochet tips 

 

 

 
 

Mary Ann 
and Sam  

Boman 

 
Atop  

Scott’s Bluff 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

Nebraska Unit 50th Anniversary Logo 
 
The next issue of the Trailhusker will be published at the 
end of October.  Please submit any news and photos by 
October 20. 

Betty Ann Sutton, editor 
John Sutton, technical advisor and webmaster 

jdbasutton@gmail.com 


