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From the President’s Desk
Sue Heist
Hello to members of the Nebraska Airstream Club.
First of all, on behalf of the members I wish to thank
Bert Sherwin, our outgoing President, for a fantastic
50th year. It was exciting and full of fun, fellowship and
adventure. Bert you’re the greatest and I’ll have a hard
time filling your shoes.
We had a year full of wonderful rallies and caravans.
We started off drenched in Amana and the trend
continued through the Hound Dog Trail Caravan, the Du
Quoin International Rally and the September rally at
Ashland. There is nothing that bonds a group together
more than huddling under a wet awning. It was a wet,
wet year except for the Mystery Caravan when the
weather was glorious. It will be remembered as the
highlight of 2011. Bravo to Dwight and Lana!
This is my first time as President of the unit. We’ve only
been members since 2006 but I know the success of the
unit depends on having individuals step up to the plate
and do their part. So here I am. I’ll need all of your
support to make it another successful year.
At a time when WBCCI International is struggling I think
our unit has survived and flourished which is a tribute to
all the “old” members as well as all the new members.
To continue that trend I gave some thought to what our
goals for 2012 might be. The overarching purpose of
these goals is to make the unit more attractive to
potential new members and to let people know we exist.
This year we developed a new unit logo and many of us
have new shirts and/or jackets. Wearing this apparel to
events, other than Airstream events, helps get our name
out to the general public. To continue to get our name
out there in 2012 the unit goals are:
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I’ll need everyone’s help to accomplish these goals. If
you have any ideas or suggestions for ways to meet
these goals please let me know. I know John Sutton is
already working on the website. I need volunteers to
help with the brochure and the FB page.
We also have some exciting rallies and caravan planned
for 2012 so check the schedule in the new unit directory
coming out soon.
Let’s build on our success and make 2012 the best year
ever!
September Luncheon
Old Country Buffet, Omaha
Those members and friends attending the September
luncheon were: John Calvin, Florene and Selwyn Heese,
Sue Heist, Dale Ann and Dan Hoyt, LaDon and Bill
Kallmer, Lori and Don Lorenz, Gene Munch, Lana and
Dwight Olson, Crystal Olson, Glenda and Ron Savicky,
Joyce and Jim Shanks, Donajean and Bert Sherwin,
Leona and Roscoe Shields, Jane Simmons, Betty Ann
and John Sutton.
October Luncheon
Sixteen members attended the October luncheon: John
Calvin, Sue Heist, Gene Munch, Lana and Dwight Olson,
Glen Sanders, Glenda and Ron Savicky, Joyce and Jim
Shanks, Donajean and Bert Sherwin, Leona and Roscoe
Shields, Betty Ann and John Sutton.

• Develop a unit brochure as a recruiting tool
• Work with the new Electronic Communications

Committee to improve unit website

• Explore building a Facebook page for the unit
• Increase membership by at least one over the official

number as of November 1, 2011

Glen Sanders, Gene Munch, Jim Shanks

Joyce Shanks, Leona Shields, Sue Heist
Joyce Shanks is a member of the Omaha Quilters’ Guild,
and again this year she is accepting donations for the
Guild’s Children’s Emergency Fund.
Unit members
attending the October luncheon donated $85.00. All
money donated goes directly to purchase toys and
clothes for children who have been newly placed in
protective custody or in shelters. These children are
often left out during the holidays. If you wish to
contribute, send a check payable to:
Omaha Quilters’ Guild
P.O. Box 24614
Omaha, NE 68124
Make a notation on the check that it is for the Children’s
Emergency Fund. You may also call or email Joyce for
more details.

Glenda Savicky at the pump organ
in St. Steven’s Episcopal Church

Buddy Rally
Camp Carol Joy Holling, Ashland, NE
September 15 – 18
You have heard the old saying, “Laughter is the best
medicine.” Well, we discovered that laughter is the best
way to stay warm at a rainy, windy rally. In spite of the
weather, we ate our pot-luck dinner and breakfasts
outside, under Heists’ and Suttons’ awnings.
Roscoe and Leona Shields planned and conducted a tour
of downtown Ashland. We visited Willow Point Gallery
and mounted animal collection, St. Stephens Episcopal
Church, Cooper Art Gallery, and Glacial Till Winery. We
also had a few minutes to roam through some of the
antique shops. After all the walking, we enjoyed lunch
at Cheri-O’s, in their “basement” dining room, which is
located on the second floor of the restaurant.

It was so cold that we took turns holding the
dogs to stay warm.

Selwyn Heese, Leona Shields, Glenda Savicky,
Florene Heese pose dangerously near
the polar bear at Willow Point Gallery
The day was capped off by a special performance
concert. Crystal Olson, Kerrin Hoyer-Pentis, and Caela
Hoyer sang a selection of songs from movies and
Broadway plays. They were accompanied by Nancy
Meyer at the piano. Riley Olson made a surprise cameo
entrance during the performance, but fortunately did not
sing with the trio. Dwight and Lana Olson hosted the
event in their new family room addition. Many thanks to
the performers and the Olsons.

On Saturday Bert Sherwin organized a fly-casting
competition. Bert even patiently trained some of us on
how to hold the rod and reel, as we had never fished
before.

Installation Rally
October 13 – 16
Columbus Ag Park
The Heeses, Olsons and Savickys planned and organized
an excellent rally. The committee members made sure
we were well-fed, educated and entertained.
There were three excellent tours. We toured Barcel
Wood Products, where they manufacture and repair
pallets.
On Friday we visited Behlen Manufacturing Company.
Behlen’s Columbus facility is its international
headquarters. They manufacture metal buildings, grain
storage bins, stock fences, and other agricultural
equipment.

Lana Olson won first place in the Ladies’
Competition and John Sutton won first place in
the Men’s. Bert awarded each of them a stainedglass fish that he had hand-crafted especially for
the event.
Because of the inclement weather, we all retreated and
squeezed into a couple trailers to watch the Nebraska
Huskers defeat Wyoming. Following the game, we
dined at the Lodge at Mahoney State Park. But the treat
of the evening was a melodrama play at Kountze
Theatre. The actors encouraged the audience members
to boo, hiss and cheer. And we did!

Roscoe Correll, Betty Ann Sutton, Florene Heese,
John Sutton, Selwyn Heese stand in front of a
Behlen Grain Bin that is 121 feet tall and has a
1.5 million bushel capacity.
We also visited Duo Lift Company, where heavy-duty
agricultural trailers are made.

John and Janet Calvin

Roscoe and Leona Shields

One of the highlights of the weekend was a visit to the
Andrew Jackson Higgins Memorial in Pawnee Park.
Higgins was the designer and manufacturer of the
Landing Craft Vehicle for Personnel, (LCVP), also called
the Higgins Boat. These boats were a key to the
success of the Allied amphibious invasions during World
War Two.

Nebraska Unit Veterans
Roscoe Correll, Roscoe Shields, Glen Sanders,
Leonard Sullivan, Bert Sherwin, Dwight Olson

Leonard Sullivan, Region 8 First Vice President, installed our 2012 officers. He was assisted by wife Betty Sullivan.

2012 Nebraska Unit Officers
Front Row: Corresponding Secretary Florene Heese, Past First Lady Donajean Sherwin, First Vice-President
Lana Olson, President Sue Heist
Second Row: Region 8 Treasurer Betty Sullivan, Region 8 First Vice-President Leonard Sullivan, Past
President Bert Sherwin, Treasurer Dwight Olson, Trustee Roscoe Shields, First Mate Bob Heist
Absent from Photo: Recording Secretary Janet Calvin, Second Vice-President Bill Kallmer, Trustee Dan Hoyt

Sue Heist presented a memory book
to Bert and Donajean Sherwin with
many thanks for their year of service
as unit president and first lady.
Sue also gave them a book of
Michael Forsberg’s Great Plains
photographs.

Roscoe Shields and Roscoe Correll
in the Higgins Boat
Member News

The Ladies’ Team won in Joker!

Lori Lorenz has been in the hospital again and will be
recuperating for a few weeks. We know she would
appreciate cards and emails. Keep her in your thoughts
and prayers.

John Sutton is publishing the Unit Directory again this
year. If you forgot to note any information changes on
your membership form, call him right away (402-4169946). The information you provide on the membership
form is the information listed in the Unit and
International directories.

Sam Boman had cataract surgery on one eye this week.
He reported that it went well, with no bruising around
the eye.

The deadline for membership renewal is November 1.

Jim and Mary Wherrett are grandparents for the first
time. Lorelei Lillian was born on October 5.

Sue Heist will have the new directories at the November
luncheon. Members not attending the luncheon will
receive their directories in the mail.

LaDon and Bill Kallmer’s daughter had twins. They were
born on September 27. The grandson’s name is Braden
Cole, and the granddaughter’s name is Logan Brielle.
Murt Letcher wrote that she is feeling well. She plans to
stay in Alliance for the winter and has plenty of sewing
projects and Watkins work to keep her busy.
Lana and Dwight Olson and Betty Ann and John Sutton
are planning to volunteer at Tonto National Forest in
Arizona. They will develop and present interpretive
programs.

Nebraska Unit 50th Anniversary Logo

Membership Reminder
We hope you have already renewed your Unit and
International membership. If you haven’t sent your
check, please call Dwight Olson (402-490-6431) right
away.

The next issue of the Trailhusker will be published in
January. Please submit any news and photos by
January 10.
Betty Ann Sutton, editor
John Sutton, technical advisor and webmaster
jdbasutton@gmail.com

