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From The President’s Desk
By Lana Olson
Welcome to spring (at
least the calendar says it
is spring). We have had
a great start to our rally
season.
On Thursday
afternoon, April 18, nine
Airstream
trailers
converged on the fairly
new Recreational Sports
Complex at Auburn, NE.
The entire weekend was wet and cold, so we
named it the Wet, Wild, and Windy Rally.
However, the rally committee of Dan and Dale Ann
Hoyt, Bobbi and Ron Vanneman, and Sam and
Maryann Boman did a great job of planning around
the weather.
On Thursday evening, after enjoying dinner at El
Portal Mexican restaurant, we met at the Long
Creek Assisted Living facility for card games and
joker. On Friday morning we headed to the no-kill
animal shelter Hearts United for Animals. There
were several kennel buildings, some for large dogs
and another for small dogs and those that cannot
be adopted out because of severe medical or social
issues. We learned that all dogs are spayed or
neutered. Many of the dogs arrive at the shelter as
the result of the state shutting down a puppy mill.
There are 25 employees and many volunteers who
clean the pens, feed the dogs, and walk them on a
daily basis. They currently were sheltering 400
dogs and 12 cats. Since this is a non-profit shelter,
it is funded through donations.
Anyone can
sponsor a dog by making a monthly donation for its
care, simply go online at www.hua.org.
We held a board meeting and general meeting,
followed by Lunch at the Family Connection
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Restaurant. Saturday evening was dinner at The
Arbor Manor Steakhouse with card games and
joker at the Long Creek Assisted Living facility.
Sunday started chilly but warmed up to the 70s as
six Airstream trailers headed to Red Cloud, NE,
under the leadership of Roscoe and Leona Shields.
At Red Cloud, we learned about the life of Willa
Cather, a famous author who grew up in Red
Cloud. We toured the Opera House where she
gave her graduation speech, as well as the home
she lived in and the churches she attended.
Tuesday found us headed for Hutchinson, KS, to
the Region 8 Rally. Sixty-three Airstreams and 118
people attended. The theme was “Let the Games
Begin” and that is what happened. Wheel of
Fortune, Name that Tune, and Jeopardy were
played by rally participants. Friday evening we
enjoyed the talent of rally participants and
Saturday the professional entertainer, Les
Lankhorst.
Our next event is the Fix-It Rally scheduled for
Friday, May 31 to Sunday, June 2, 2013. Take a
break and join other Airstream owners to share
your experiences and advice on what to do with a
variety of situations.
Of course, remember too that Bob and Sue Heist
will be leading a caravan to the International Rally
in Huron, SD.
Finally, you will receive or have received a ballot in
the mail to help me, as your delegate at the
International Rally, know what you think of
Amendment No. 1, a copy of which was mailed to
you and which is also included on pg. 13-14 of the
May issue of the Blue Beret. Please be sure to
review the information and return your ballot to
me.

Nebraska Unit Spring Rally
Auburn, Nebraska
April 18 – 21
Hearts United for Animals Shelter
Leona Shields. Donajean Sherwin,
Marijane Bamberry & Bobbie Vanneman
show our unit’s donations to the shelter.

Ron Vanneman (above) and Dan
Bamberry (left) found furry friends
who are waiting to be adopted.

Roscoe and Leona Shields

The rally committee organized some wonderful meals,
including two breakfasts. Dwight Olson and John
Sutton flipped pancakes. Bobbie Vanneman scrambled
eggs, and Betty Ann Sutton fried bacon. We ate our fill
despite the chilly weather and the thin bacon.

Those attending the rally: Marijane and
Dan Bamberry, Dale Ann and Dan
Hoyt, LaDon and Bill Kallmer, Lana and
Dwight Olson, Donajean and Bert
Sherwin, Leona and Roscoe Shields,
Betty Ann and John Sutton, Bobbie and
Ron Vanneman, Mary and Jim
Wherrett.
The Hoyts and Vannemans were the
rally host couples.
Nemaha County Museum

Caravan to Region 8 Rally
April 21 – 23
Caravan Leaders: Roscoe and Leona Shields

Caravan members toured the Willa Cather historic sites in Red Cloud.
Caravaners were: Leona and Roscoe Shields; Roger Brandt; Ron and Bobbie Vanneman;
LaDon and Bill Kallmer; Donajean and Bert Sherwin; Lana and Dwight Olson; Betty Ann
and John Sutton.
Roscoe and Leona, Thank you for planning and leading
the caravan. Red Cloud and the Willa Cather State
Historical Site are truly Nebraska treasures.

Willa Cather Childhood Home
Leona Shields, Bobbie Vanneman,
and Ron Vanneman with the
museum docent

Region 8 Rally
Kansas State Fairgrounds - Hutchinson, Kansas
April 24 – 28, 2013
Bean Bag Baseball
By Sports Editor
Bill Kallmer
The bleachers were full,
the crowd waited with
anticipation, and finally
Baseball Commissioner,
Bert Sherwin, said “Let
the Games Begin.” The
umpire, Roscoe Shields, dusted off home plate
and the tournament was on amid cheers from
the crowd.
Yes, it was time for Bean Bag Baseball!

happened to the Nebraska team. We did put
up a fight all the way to the end, but fell short
by three runs, with a final score of 15 to 13.
Roger Brandt
at bat

Bert
Sherwin,
Nancy Helle, and
Donajean Sherwin
in the score booth

Nebraska lost the coin toss, so our first
opponent, the Greater Kansas team, elected to
bat first, or rather toss the bean bags first.
The roster for the Nebraska team consisted of
Bill Kallmer, Roger Brandt, Ron Vanneman,
John Sutton, Bobbie Vanneman, Dwight Olson,
Leona Shields, LaDon (Sweetie Pie) Kallmer,
and Betty Ann Sutton.
The Nebraska team displayed their talents and
prowess by coming out strong in the first three
innings. By the time we got to “Take Me Out
to the Ball Game” in the seventh inning stretch,
we didn't care if we never got back, or so the
song goes. The final score: Nebraska 13,
Greater Kansas 20.
Our scorekeeper,
Donajean Sherwin, refused to fudge the
numbers, but she still kept her job for the
second round. Meanwhile we kept our heads
high, backs straight, eyes focused and
regrouped for round two.
Our second match was against the Iowa team.
After a good night's sleep and a hearty
breakfast of oatmeal and ice cream, we were
ready for some real competition, none other
than the Iowa team. Nebraska had to win this
game or it would be – One, two, three strikes;
You’re out! – And that is exactly what

Congratulations go to the Iowa team, who on
Saturday, won the entire tournament. I bet
having the International President and First
Lady, John and Sandie Boutwell, on their team
had something to do with their success.


Leona & Roscoe Shields, Dwight Olson
650 feet below Hutchinson on our tour of the
Kansas Underground Salt Museum

Sunflowerfest Carnival
Region 8 First Lady Dottie Steurer paints
a sunflower on Roscoe’s nose.
LaDon aims a roll of toilet paper at the
toilet seat for the TP Toss.

Jeopardy!
“The recommended trailer tire pressure…”
“What is 65 p.s.i.?”
Lana and Dwight Olson adapted the Jeopardy TV
program for the Thursday evening entertainment.
TV
host
Alex
Trebek
was
unable to attend,
so Bill Kallmer
stood in as game
host.

Airstreamers Have Talent
Scott Allen with the Men’s Synchronized Swim
Team brought roars of laughter from the
audience.
Silver Sisters Pat Shaw, June Ryan and Julie
Hunt sang Sentimental Journey with pin-point
perfect harmony.

Leona and Roscoe Shields held the winning ticket in the quilt raffle. Before her death, Murt Letcher
donated several boxes of quilting fabric, asking that another member finish the quilts. Sharron Waters of
the Greater St. Louis Unit sewed the quilt from Murt’s donated fabric. All money from the raffle was
donated to the Wounded Warrior Project.

Member News




Private James King served in the 66th Regiment
of the Ohio Volunteer Infantry. Be sure to ask
Sue about her genealogy research.
Life Members Leonard and Jo Godown were
active unit members in the 1960’s. Jo is 89
and Leonard is 91. Even though they haven’t
traveled with the club for many years, they still
enjoy reading the Trailhusker. Jo named our
newsletter the “Trailhusker.”

Bob and Sue Heist on the Civil War Caravan

While on the caravan they visited a total of 17
battle sites. This caravan has been particularly
important to the Heists because Sue’s greatgreat-grandfather fought in battles at
Antietam, Gettysburg and Chancellorville.

The Godowns at a Nebraska City Apple Festival

On the way to the April Rally in Auburn, Jim
and Mary Wherrett lost their fresh water tank.
They didn’t misplace the tank; it fell out and
landed in the driveway at the Auburn
campground. Jim has since made a rather
pricey visit to the Airstream factory (also
known as The Mother Ship) for repairs.
Dan Bamberry has retired again. He and
Marijane are looking forward to spending some
time in Florida this winter. Welcome to the
Snowbird Flock!

Cheryl Sisk & Donajean Sherwin

Bert Sherwin & Mike Sisk

Marijane with her new flamingo walking stick

Nebraska Unit Luncheon
Old Country Buffet
th
144 & West Center Rd, Omaha
Dan Hoyt hosted the April 8th luncheon. Those
attending were: Dale Ann and Dan Hoyt; Lori
and Don Lorenz; Lana and Dwight Olson;
Crystal Olson; Glen Sanders; Donajean and
Bert Sherwin; Leona and Roscoe Shields; Betty
Ann and John Sutton; Mary and Jim Wherrett.
The group welcomed new members Cheryl and
Mike Sisk. (Yes, they are Wendell and Shirley’s
son and daughter-in-law.) We also welcomed
Linda Layton, who is planning to buy her first
Airstream.

Next Luncheon
Monday, May 13
Same Time – Same Place


If you have any news for the August issue,
please email:

Betty Ann Sutton, editor
John Sutton, technical advisor and webmaster
jdbasutton@gmail.com
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