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From The President’s Desk
By Dan Hoyt
Well, I don’t know where the time has
gone, but my term as president is more than
half over! The first rally is history and was a
lot of fun. We are very fortunate to have club
members, and also good friends, that can and
will step in to help out in a situation such as
we encountered with the death of a very dear
aunt during the rally. Dale Ann and I really
appreciated how the members took over
breakfast at our house while we were gone to
Indiana for the funeral.
International at Farmington, NM in late
June and early July is our next focus of club
travel. From a previous head count, I think we
will have a good representation of our club
there. It is an interesting area with lots of
activities planned by the committee. There are
seminars planned from the usual to several
new subjects. There should be “something for
everyone”.
The area should also offer
numerous sightseeing possibilities. Durango
and the narrow gauge RR are near. The Four
Corners Monument and other national parks
are not too far away, as well. I don’t think it
will be difficult to stay busy.
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The next club rally, Sept. 17-20, 2015, in
LeMars, IA should be fun also. Many of you
probably know that this is the Ice Cream
Capital of the World! The Wells Blue Bunny Ice
Cream museum, that also serves ice cream,
will be delicious! I am looking forward to this
rally! There are many other interesting things
in this area that the committee will find for us
to do and see.
The final rally of the season in Hastings, NE
in October will see the new NE Officers
installed. This will be a preview of Region 8 in
2016, since it will also be in Hastings.
You must read Bill’s story in this issue on
our club’s journey to Tonganoxie, KS for Region
8.
His storytelling abilities may rival Mark
Twain or Roger Welsch!!! (Hey, Bill, did Sweetie
Pie help you?).
I must congratulate Mike and Cheryl Sisk
for leading us to Tonganoxie! Their directions
and choice of stops for fuel and the overnight
stay near Weston, MO could not have been
better!
I hope all of you have a great summer and
travel far and wide!
Dan Hoyt, 2015 Nebraska Unit President
⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥

Nebraska Rallies for 2015
Fix-It Rally at Mo. Valley, IA
Caravan to International
Buddy Rally at LeMars, IA
Installation Rally at Hastings, NE

Apr 23 – 26
Jun 19 - 22
Sep 17 - 20
Oct 8 – 11

⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥
2014-2015 Nebraska Unit
Officers
President

Dan Hoyt

1st Vice President

Jim Wherrett

2nd Vice President

Mike Sisk

Corresponding
Secretary

Mary Ann Boman

Recording Secretary

Lana Olson

Treasurer

Bobbie Vanneman

Trustee (2 yr)

Marcia Link

Trustee (1 yr)

LaDon Kallmer

Nominating Committee Report
The nominating committee, consisting of Bill
Kallmer and Lana Olson, submits the following
report in accordance with the Nebraska Unit of
WBCCI By-Laws, Article IV, Section 1.

President

Jim Wherrett

1st Vice President

Mike Sisk

2nd Vice President

Larry Link

Corresponding Sec.

Mary Ann Boman

Recording Secretary

Lana Olson

Treasurer

Bobbie Vanneman

Trustee (2 years)

Ron Vanneman

Trustee (1 year)

Marcia Link
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April Fix-it Rally
By Cheryl Sisk
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The spring 2015 Fix-It Rally, chaired by Lana &
Dwight Olson, Mike and Cheryl Sisk, and Bill
and LaDon Kaller was held at Wilson Island
Campground and the home of President Dan
Hoyt and First Lady Dale Ann, in Missouri
Valley, IA. Mary Ann & Sam Boman, Roger
Brandt, Roscoe Corell, Jan & Ron Frisbie, Dale
Ann & Dan Hoyt, LaDon & Bill Kallmer, Lana &
Dwight Olson, Donajean & Bert Sherwin, Leona
& Roscoe Shields, Cheryl & Mike Sisk, Betty
Ann & John Sutton, Bobbie & Ron Vanneman
and Mary & Jim Wherrett were in attendance.
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Airstreamers at DeSoto Bend Refuge Visitor Center

The beautiful weather, special order of the
Olsons, was with us for most of the camping
days. This led to games of corn hole toss in
the afternoon sun.
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Sunday evening picnic at Wilson Island SRA

Those not caravanning to the Region Rally in
Tonganoxie, KS, were bid goodbye on Sunday.
The afternoon was spent discussing our Rally
presentation of the Oregon Trail.
⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥
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REGION 8: THE TALE OF THE TRAIL
Things get fixed at a Fix-it Rally

With tours of Desoto Bend, the Bertrand
Museum, and the Iowa Visitors Center and
Museum, as well as a morning and afternoon
of fix-it discussion and work, our days were
full. Dinners and lunches of potluck, barbeque,
and three nearby restaurants kept us well-fed,
in addition to a breakfast of biscuits and gravy
(made by stand-ins for Dale Ann) at the Hoyts’.
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Some pioneer Airstreamers ready to tackle
the Oregon Trail

Eight men and six women camped on the
banks of the Missouri River awaiting the
departure signal to head south for the fertile
valley of Tonganoxie, KS. “Why south? and
why Tonganoxie? We should be heading west”,
said our leader, Wallace Hoyt. That morning of
April 27th was cool with a slight breeze. While
camping, we endured two days of dreadful
wind and rain, but this day was different. Just
how different remains to be seen. This was
our day to plow ahead, as Bert Sherwin would
do, with our supplies of food, tools, camp
stoves, and drain valves.

called home.
BUT WHILE IN TONGANOXIE, our first duty
was to register, stating our name, age, weight,
trailer number, eatable pets or other animals,
supplies, and next of kin.
Accidents do
happen, and John Tetzlaff with Air Ambulance
was there to help.

Our trail was well traveled, but soon one trailer
came to a halt, not from a broken axle or
wagon wheel, but from a lack of horses. This
horse was backfiring to the point where
Wallace, who was there to help, almost jumped
out of his skin at the sound of a loud
explosion.
This trailer, owned by Roscoe
Corell, was lashed to a larger wagon and
hauled to Omaha. But did he ever return, no
he never returned, and his fate is still
unlearned! Actually, Roscoe would not return,
but he's at home and doing fine.

Like many, or almost all of them, Region 8
rallies are very similar.
Each morning, an
Airstream Unit will prepare a semi-warm
breakfast with coffee, juice, bananas, and
muffins. On the second day, April 30th, we are
off on the tours. We had a first class bus ride
to points of interest in Kansas City. Our first
stop was the Arabia Steamboat Museum. In
1855, the steamboat was carrying 200 tons of
merchandise and 130 passengers on the
Missouri River when it hit a snag, and the
steamboat sank near Kansas City. Eventually,
the river channel took another course leaving
the steamboat below a farmer's field. 132
years later, a local family and friends
discovered its location and salvaged the
contents that were now buried 45 feet deep.
It's an amazing museum. The next tour was
the Union Station where a lunch was awaiting
us at Harvey's.

We are now “on the road again”, as the famous
song goes. We made good time, one trailer
following another, over rapid rivers, steep
slopes, tight turns, but the surface was smooth
with little dust. We made periodical stops to
check the ice box, and you may have guessed
it, we still had ice! “What am I talking about?,
I need sleep!”, said this reporter. Back on the
trail, Wallace Hoyt, our trail leader, made good
time and we arrived at our destination, the
Tonganoxie fairgrounds, at the appointed time.
This location must have been a popular staging
area for other pioneers as there were other
trailers already there with more coming. In all,
there were 58 trailers parked and not in our
usual wagon wheel pattern, but rather, back to
back. We didn't lose an animal, however so
small. We all stayed at Tonganoxie until May
2nd, and on that date, all trailers headed out in
all directions to search for riches or a place
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Box lunch at Union Station, Kansas City, MO

The Station opened for train traffic in 1914. In
the next 60 years, it accommodated many
passengers, and traffic was extra heavy at the
conclusion of World Wars I and II. Eventually
with the decline of train travel, the building
transitioned into public offices, restaurants,
and Science City. The final tour of the day was
the World War I Museum. Our tour guide
described the political decisions made by many
nations that ultimately resulted in a world war.
The museum displays the weapons of war
including pistols, machine guns, cannons,
mortars, swords, and tanks. In the evening at
the fairgrounds, we had a Chuck Wagon dinner,
Stage Coach Robber's Bingo, door prizes, and
ice cream.

announced that he had a nomination for
Region 8, 2nd Vice President, and his name is
Dwight Olson.

T h e n e x t d a y, A p r i l 3 1 s t , w e t o u r e d
Leavenworth, Fort Leavenworth, and the
Carousel Museum.
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Amy at the Carousel Museum, Leavenworth, KS

At the Heritage Center, we enjoyed a spaghetti
lunch with entertainment by a Barbershop
Quartet dressed in black & white striped prison
garb. Following the Quartet, President Glenn
Waters and his Officers conducted the Region 8
business meeting.
At the meeting, Glenn

Dwight and Lana Olson

Our last Region 8 President in 1998/1999 from
the Nebraska Unit was also named Olson, but
his name was Bob Olson.
Congratulations,
Dwight and future First Lady, Lana. In the
evening, each Unit presented a skit on one of
six pioneer trails going west in the mid 1800's.
The Nebraska Unit's trail was the Oregon Trail.
Dressed in proper pioneer attire, sitting on logs
around a fire, petting our pet fox, we discussed
the possibilities of traveling west on the 2000
mile trail to Oregon. One pioneer log-sitter
was not sure his woman would caravan west
due to non-existent beauty shops and a large
quantity of cow pies on the trail. Sweetie Pie,
never liked the farm. In the end, we all agreed
to travel west. Our skit explained the stops
along the way, the danger involved, and that
many people died from exposure, disease, and
accidents. A big thanks to Cheryl and Mike
Sisk for being the author, narrator, designer of
scenery, and director. At the conclusion that
evening, we handed out door prizes and
enjoyed ice cream bars.
Saturday, May 2nd, we had a Joker tournament,
an open house of trailers, a flea market, and a
hobby show. Roger Brandt got 2nd Place in the

Joker tournament. A caterer provided dinner.
The evening entertainment was the First City
Strings and Band, and they were very good.
Again, we handed out door prizes and had ice
cream sandwiches.

and we have enjoyed getting to know her. In
April, Bert and Donajean treated us to some
delicious hand-picked grapefruit.

On Sunday, we had a church service, cleaned
up the meeting hall, hooked up our trailers,
and headed west for gold in them there hills.
Nebraska Unit members attending were Dan
(Wallace) and Dale Ann Hoyt; Dwight and Lana
Olson; Mike and Cheryl Sisk; Ryan, Amy, and
Avery Knowles; Bert and Donajean Sherwin;
Roger Brandt; Jan Land; and Bill and LaDon
(Sweetie Pie) Kallmer.
In addition to the activities indicated above,
there were food collections, knitted hats,
blankets, collection of aluminum pop tabs, and
a raffle for a lap quilt made by Sharon Waters.
Roger Brandt won the lap quilt and Common
Cents wil l receive the money at the
International Rally. Roger scored big at this
rally, really big.
We all had a great time.
Move Em Out!!
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Lana demonstrates how to hold a grapefruit

There is a plan to hold the September lunch
on Saturday the 12th to enable some of our
younger and non retired members to attend.
There will be further details in an upcoming
issue.

Head Em Up and

Bill Kallmer, Pioneer Reporter, circa 1842
Editors note—Everything you just read in
this article may or may not be truth. The
c a r a v a n t o To n g a n o x i e w a s a c t u a l l y
professionally led by Mike and Cheryl Sisk.
⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥
Luncheons
The April and May luncheons were held at
Parker’s in Ashland as usual. It has been good
to see Roger Brandt at lunch. It is a long drive
for him, and we appreciate the effort he makes
to be with us. Roger brought his friend Jan,

⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥⬥
Newsletter Editors: Dale Ann Hoyt and Sue Heist

Next Nebraska Luncheon
Monday, June 8, 2015
12:00 noon
Parkers Smokehouse
Ashland, NE
nd
2 Monday each month
If you have news for the next issue, please
email:
Dale Ann Hoyt at hoyt120@gmail.com or
Sue Heist at sue.heist@gmail.com

