
   
President’s Column June 2016 

  by Jim Wherrett 
From the Pres.

GO AWAY!

Summer’s here, and we all should be out there 
exploring this great country, visiting friends and 
relatives, escaping it all, fishing, you name it. It’s 
easy for us. Our homes are on wheels. Airstream 
wheels! W. Virginia and International will be a great 
new adventure for Mary and me. We’ve only passed 
through WV in the panhandle a few years ago, and 
that didn’t take long. Of course we plan to do even 
more touring of the east coast after international and 
knock out a few states on our bucket list. We just 
haven’t figured out when we’ll be back home and 
what route we’ll take to get there. It doesn’t matter 
right now.

We loved seeing everyone at April’s Luncheon. 
Almost all the snowbirds were back. And then just a 
couple weeks later, we got to see everyone all over 
again at the Fix-It Rally. I think some things got fixed 
at that rally, but if not, we sure did have fun and 
great camaraderie, and weather.

One of the activities was a discourse on everything I 
know about batteries by yours truly. This picture 
illustrates the rapt attention and respect that were 
given to me. Thank 
you.

(3 people laughing, 2 
are reading, 1 is 
text ing, and 1 is 
knitting.)

Region 8 was fun, too. Did I say wet? Our NE Unit 
was well represented both in attendance and all the 
hard work we did. Especially providing breakfast.

Now it’s time to hook up and go somewhere. Keep 
us informed where you are and where you’re going.

Jim Wherrett, Grand Poobah

I saw this at some fine establishment in Hastings.
*** 
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*** 

2016 RALLY SCHEDULE
-------------------------------------------------------

June 20 - 24 Unit Caravan to International
Lewisburg WV

June 28 - July 4, WBCCI International Rally

Sept 15 - 18 September Rally 
Bellevue, NE 
“Big Times in the Big ‘O’!”

Oct 13 - 16 Installation Rally 
Wilber, NE 
“Czech Us Out Rally"

*** 

FOLLOW THE TRAILS to WEST VIRGINIA
June 20 – June 25, 2016

The caravaners are; Roger Brandt, Jim & Mary 
Wherrett, Bill & LaDon Kallmer, Mike & Cheryl Sisk, 
Chuck & Sally Walters, and Bob & Sue Heist 
(leaders). For those of you that don’t recognize the 
names, Chuck & Sally Walters, they are close 
friends of ours from Virginia and asked to park with 
the Nebraska group so they will join us at Lewisburg 
on Saturday. Trust me, you’ll like them!

We will meet at Sapp Brothers Travel Center on 
Highway 2 just off I-29 at 10 a.m. on Monday June 
20. The plan is to camp the first night at Long 
Branch State Park near Macon, MO. On Tuesday. 
June 21, we will head for the Illinois State 
Fairgrounds in Springfield, IL. We hope to get there 
early enough to see some of the Lincoln sights. 
Then on to Palmyra, IN where we will camp at 
Buffalo Trace Campground for one night. From there 
we go to one of my favorite places, Kentucky Horse 
Park near Lexington KY. Again we have only one 
night but we will make the most of it. On Friday, 
June 24 we will be at Coal Mine Exhibition Park in 
Beckley, WV just 51.7 miles from Lewisburg. We will 
park at International on Saturday, June 25, at 9:00 
a.m.

 
*** 

SPRING FIX IT RALLY AT BRANCHED OAK 
LAKE STATE PARK 

The spring rally was held at the Optimist Club Lodge 
at Branched Oak Lake SP from April 21 to the 24. 
There were seven rigs camped at the lake; Frisbies, 
Knowles, Links, Olsons, Sisks, and Wherretts with  
Roscoe Corell showing up Thursday night. Then 
there were the drop-ins; Bomans, Heists, Shields 
and Suttons. 

On Saturday while the menfolk slaved away at 
getting the rigs ready for the camping season some 
of the ladies snuck away to attend the Tour of 
Remodeled Homes in Lincoln. There were several 
unsuccessful attempts to catch fish from the lake. 
but then ask yourself what is the goal, catching or 
sleeping.

As usual there was 
plenty of food. Avery 
Knowles proved she had 
quite an appetite for 
hotdogs. 

The Grand Poobah 
insisted we have a 
gift exchange using 
his rules. Some got 
rid of unwanted items 
and a few were lucky 
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enough to come away 
with items they at least 
partially wanted.

 

*** 

REGION 8 RALLY IN HASTINGS 
by DWIGHT OLSON 

Another excellent Region 8 Rally was held in 
Hastings,Nebraska, beginning on 
April 27, 2016.  
Fifty-six units were present 
including visitors Allan and 
Roxanne Towles from Hazel, 
South Dakota/Region 7.  

Our hosts for the rally, Gary and 
Linda Rush, lined up some 
excellent entertainment. First was 
Paul Siebert, an associate of the 
Nebraska Arts Council from 
Lincoln.  He gave us a sampling 
of the 20 different musical shows 
that he takes to schools and 
other groups to both entertain 
and inform about musical styles, instruments, and 
performers.  Not only was his performance 
enjoyable, but he is also interested in Airstreams!  
Maybe we will see him “down the road”.

On Friday evening, the trio “Gracie’s Uncles” from 
Hastings performed folk music and helped us relax 
and have a good time.

Attendance was high for the tour of the Naval 
Ammunition Depot located east of Hastings.  Tour 
buses took two groups on Thursday to the site 
where munitions were manufactured, stored and 
shipped to naval bases on both coasts of the U.S.  A 
local historian provided well informed narration and 

answered questions.  He also had materials for sale, 
and several people took advantage of it.  You may 
remember the presentation we had last October at 
the church.

Then there were the door prizes, ice cream, 
breakfasts, seminars, jigsaw puzzles, flea market 
and three excellent catered meals that typified 
meals along the historic trails followed by the early 
pioneers - beef stew, baked potatoes with pulled 
pork, and steak!  

Nebraska Unit prepared biscuits and gravy for 
breakfast and it appeared 
to be quite popular.  We 
have requests to make it 
our annual contribution. 
But it was a LOT of work.  

That is because our 
crew did the usual 
Nebraska thing - 
make it better than 
average (i.e., Dale 
Ann’s recipe)!  

There was a wonderful accumulation of stuffed 
animals, stocking caps, blankets, and pop tops for 
the community service project.  Thanks to everyone 
for their support.

In spite of abundant wind and rain, everyone 
enjoyed themselves, met new people, and learned a 
few new things. Even the fashion show succumbed 
to the weather and became a delightful rain wear 
fashion show, with Scott and Kathy Allen taking first 
place.

*** 
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SPRINGTIME IN KENTUCKY CARAVAN 
2016 

BY DALE ANN HOYT 

Dan and I have never been on a National Caravan 
before so we did not know what to expect.   We 
signed up for the Springtime In Kentucky a couple of 
years ago at International with Ron and Bobbie. 
After waiting and anticipating for so long the time 
finally arrived and we caravaned together to Bowling 
Green, Kentucky and met up with our leaders, Larry 
and Shala Wilson and 13 others, giving us a total of 
16 rigs.  

We began in Covette country 
with a factory tour and then the 
famous Corvette Museum. 
  From there we moved on to 
cave country where we visited 
Mammoth Cave and a little 
taste of Australia in the middle 
of Kentucky called Kentucky 
Down Under.

Bardstown was one of our 
favorite stops.   We camped in My Old Kentucky 
Home campground and ate at Talbott Tavern, the 
oldest stage coach stop in America.   Also in that 
a r e a a r e s e v e r a l 
bourbon distilleries and 
t h e b i r t h p l a c e o f 
Abraham Lincoln.

Horses then became 
t h e f o c u s o f o u r 
attention as we were at 
Churchill Downs for 
opening night and later 
at Keenland where we 
enjoyed the Kentucky 
Derby from the comfort 
of the Lexington Room with a tasty buffet and 
private betting Windows.  We visited famous retired 
horses and a very impressive stud farm. 

While in this area we also watched them make 
baseball bats at the Slugger factory and cruised the 
Ohio River on the boat called Spirit of Jefferson.

To complete the Kentucky experience we 
caravanned to the Eastern side of the state to the 
beautiful mountains and the Daniel Boone National 

Forrest.   I happen to be a descendant of Daniel 
Boone so I had fun imagining him chasing bears and 
bad guys around the area!  Loretta Lynn's brother, 
Herman Webb, gave us a tour of her childhood 
home in Butcher Hollow and one night we listened to 
a concert performed by a band called Five Miles 
from Nowhere.

The 28 day caravan concluded with a stop in Renfro 
Valley where we were entertained by country music 
star Josh Turner and visited an authentic Shaker 
Village.

We did so many other things, too numerous to 
mention, but the best part was the new friends we 
made.   Now as we travel to Florida, California, 
Texas, Delaware, Wisconsin, or Kansas we know 
there is someone we need to stop and visit.  I think 
we are hooked on this method of travel and the 
Hoyts are looking forward to Canadian Rockies next 
year and the Vannemans will be enjoying the Blue 
Ridge Mountains.

*** 

April 9th Luncheon 

We had fabulous attendance at our April luncheon at 
Parker’s Smokehouse with 25. Ladies Table; Marcia 
Link, Lana Olson, Jan Frisbie, Dale Ann Hoyt, Sarah 
Hornbeck, LaDon Kallmer, Leona Shields, Amy 
Knowles, Mary 
W h e r r e t t , 
D o n a j e a n 
Sherwin, Betty 
Ann Sut ton, 
Sue Heist and 

Maryann Boman.

The Gents Table 
was just as 
distinguished; 
Sam Boman, Dan 

Hoyt, Ron Frisbie, Dwight Olson, Bill Kallmer, 
Roscoe Shields, Ryan Knowles, John Sutton, Larry 
Link, Bert Sherwin, Jim Wherrett, and behind the 
camera, Bob Heist.
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Then there was the mesmerizing speech from our 
President, Jim Wherrett. He really knows how to 
captivate his audience.

*** 

May 9th Luncheon

Nineteen members showed up to the May luncheon 
at Parker’s Smokehouse. They were Lana & Dwight 
Olson, John & 
Betty Ann Sutton, 
Mike Sisk, Roger 
Brandt & Jan, 
Donajean & Bert 
Sherwin, Jim & 
Mary Wherrett, 
L a D o n & B i l l 

K a l l m e r , 
R o s c o e & 
Leona Shields, 
John Calv in, 
Sam Boman, 
and Marcia & 
Larry Link.

*** 

June 13th Luncheon
Parker’s Smokehouse Ashland

The ladies 
table clockwise: Janet Calvin, Dale Ann Hoyt, Leona 
Shields, LaDon Kallmer, Sue Heist, Donajean 
Sherwin, Glenda Savicky, Mary Wherrett, Fran 
Olson, and Betty Ann Sutton.

Our newest member, David 
Olson, joined us for his first 
luncheon. Welcome David!

The men’s tablet clockwise: 

Dan Hoyt, 
John Sutton, 
Bert Sherwin, 
Larry Link, 
John Calvin, 
Ron Savicky 
(hiding behind 
John), Roscoe 
Shields, Bill 
Kallmer, and David Olson. 

*** 
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In Memoriam

B o b 
Olson, age 87,years, died May 20, 2016. He was 
born on January 28, 1929, in Lincoln, to  Aroid and 
Ester (Malmgren) Olson. He worked for Burden 
Sales for 40 years. Bob was a 65 year member of 
the First Presbyterian Church where he served as 
an elder, deacon, and Sunday School Teacher. He 
was a Past Master of Lincoln Masonic Lodge 19, a 
Bronze Jordan Medal Holder, member York Rite, 32 
degree member of Scottish Rite, Sesostris Shrine, 
Past President of Hiram Club, and a Boy Scout 
leader. He was a ham radio operator and member of 
WBCCI where he was past unit president and region 
8 president.

Bob is survived by he wife of 65 years Frances 
(Kizer) Olson of Lincoln; Son: Robert B. Olson of 
Baltimore; Daughter: Nancy Lynn (husband Gordon) 
Kimball of Little Canada, MN; Grandchildren: Nora 
(husband David) Altenburg and Peter (wife Jenny) 
Kimball. 

Memorials can be sent to First Presbyterian Church 
or the Sesostris Shrine Transportation Fund.

Bob was a very active member of the Nebraska Unit  
and Region 8. He and Fran joined WBCCI in 1960s 
and pulled their trailer with a big Cadillac. They  
spent many winters in Paradise Park FL and it was 

there this winter that Bob began his final battle. He 
had struggled with several health issues over the 
last 2 to 3 years. Knowing this we were touched by a 
passage of Scripture read at his funeral service. 

2 Timothy 4:7-8  New International Version (NIV)
7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith. 
8  Now there is in store for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
will award to me on that day—and not only to me, 
but also to all who have longed for his appearing.

He will be missed!

*** 

2016 Luncheons 
Parkers Smokehouse, Ashland, NE 

At 12 Noon 

If you have news for the next issue, please 
email: 

Dale Ann Hoyt at hoyt120@gmail.com or 
Sue Heist at sue.heist@gmail.com 

Monday, May 9 Monday, June 13

Saturday, July 9 Monday, August 8

Monday, September 12 Saturday, October 15

Monday, November 14 Monday, December 12
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PARKING PASS EXPLANATION
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